Midterm Project: My Story & Belonging in Silicon Valley
Part 1: Personal History & Belonging
In this project, you will explore your own story and how you feel connected (or not) to Silicon Valley. You'll also hear from someone else's experience and compare it to your own.
Step 1: Write Your Story
Write a short personal reflection (about one page) about:
✅ Who you are – What important life events have shaped you?
✅ Where you belong – How do you feel about living in Silicon Valley?
✅ Challenges & Experiences – Have you ever felt like you didn’t belong? How did that change (or not)?
💡 This will be the foundation of your project!
Step 2: Interview Someone
Talk to someone about their experience in Silicon Valley. This can be:
· A family member (parent, grandparent, or sibling)
· A teacher, mentor, or community leader
· A friend or classmate with a different perspective
✅ Ask them open-ended questions like:
· How has Silicon Valley shaped your life?
· Do you feel like you belong here? Why or why not?
· How has the community changed over time?
Step 3: Compare Your Story
After the interview, write a short reflection (about a paragraph) on what you learned.
💭 What is similar or different between your experience and theirs?
🎥 Final Step: Create a short video (3-5 minutes) telling your story!
💡 Need inspiration? Check out these examples:
· Two by Revathi Batola
· Love Apples by Denise Gantt

Part 2: Connecting to What We’ve Learned
📚 We’ve covered a lot in Chapters 1-10 of our textbook. Now, it’s time to connect it to real life!
Step 1: Pick 3 Topics for each of the 4 chapters you select
Choose 12 topics from at least 4 different chapters (3 topics per chapter) that interest you. 
Presentation (Google Slides/PPT) *Only pick 4+ chapters for this midterm project. 
Ch. 1: __________________
1. Personal Example (Photo/video & description):____________
2. Personal Example (Photo/video & description): ____________
3. Personal Example (Photo/video & description): ____________
Ch. 2: __________________
1. Personal Example (Photo/video & description):____________
2. Personal Example (Photo/video & description): ____________
3. Personal Example (Photo/video & description): ____________
Ch. 3: __________________
1. Personal Example (Photo/video & description):____________
2. Personal Example (Photo/video & description): ____________
3. Personal Example (Photo/video & description): ____________
Ch. 4: __________________
1. Personal Example (Photo/video & description):____________
2. Personal Example (Photo/video & description): ____________
3. Personal Example (Photo/video & description): ____________
Ch. 5: __________________
1. Personal Example (Photo/video & description):____________
2. Personal Example (Photo/video & description): ____________
3. Personal Example (Photo/video & description): ____________
Ch. 6: __________________
1. Personal Example (Photo/video & description):____________
2. Personal Example (Photo/video & description): ____________
3. Personal Example (Photo/video & description): ____________
Ch. 7: __________________
1. Personal Example (Photo/video & description):____________
2. Personal Example (Photo/video & description): ____________
3. Personal Example (Photo/video & description): ____________
Ch. 8: __________________
1. Personal Example (Photo/video & description):____________
2. Personal Example (Photo/video & description): ____________
3. Personal Example (Photo/video & description): ____________
Ch. 9: __________________
1. Personal Example (Photo/video & description):____________
2. Personal Example (Photo/video & description): ____________
3. Personal Example (Photo/video & description): ____________
Ch. 10: __________________
1. Personal Example (Photo/video & description):____________
2. Personal Example (Photo/video & description): ____________
3. Personal Example (Photo/video & description): ____________

Step 2: Show Real-Life Examples
📸 Use pictures or create videos from your own life (google photos is fine) that relate to each topic.
✅ For each topic, include 3 examples (photos or video clips).
✅ On each slide, add a few words explaining the connection.  To add more clarity, use Speaker Notes section.
Step 3: Use Research
📖 Find 3 scholarly articles (or reliable sources) that support your ideas.
✅ Include in-text citations (APA formatting) in your project.
✅ Add a references page at the end.
🎙️ Step 4: Narrate Your Project
Explain your slides by recording your voice (digital story telling)! Use one of these tools:
· Zoom | How to Record
· Loom | Record with Loom
· Screencastify | How to Use
· iMovie | For Mac users
· Prezi Video | How to Create
· Phone Camera | Record yourself explaining the slides
📢 Having trouble? Reach out at least 5 days before the due date, and I’ll help you figure it out!

Final Submission Checklist ✅
✅ Part 1: Reflection (1 page), Interview, Comparison, and 3-5 min Video
✅ Part 2: Four or more Chapters, 12 Topics, 3 Examples per chapter, Research, Narration, and References Page
💯 You got this! Let me know if you have any questions. 🚀
Here’s your rubric with a 1-5 scale for each category, ensuring 80 total points. Each row is broken down into performance levels from 1 (Needs Improvement) to 5 (Excellent).

Rubric for Midterm Project: My Story & Belonging in Silicon Valley (80 Points Total)
	Category
	5 - Excellent (Full Points)
	4 - Proficient
	3 - Developing
	2 - Needs Improvement
	1 - Incomplete
	Points

	Personal Story & Reflection (20 pts)
	Personal Story (10 pts) – Clear, detailed personal background, strong sense of belonging, deep self-reflection.
	Well-developed but lacks some depth or details.
	Somewhat clear but missing depth in personal connection.
	Lacks organization or depth, ideas are unclear.
	Little to no personal story or reflection.
	/10

	
	Interview & Comparison (10 pts) – Thoughtful interview, deep connections between personal and interviewee’s experiences.
	Interview conducted with good details, minor gaps in connection.
	Interview lacks depth or connection is weak.
	Interview lacks structure, vague responses.
	No interview or minimal effort.
	/10

	Connecting to Course Content (30 pts)
	Topic Selection & Explanation (10 pts) – Picks 3 strong topics, explains connections clearly.
	Topics are relevant but explanation could be stronger.
	Topics lack clarity or relevance.
	Weak explanation, unclear connection to course material.
	Topics missing or not explained.
	/10

	
	Real-Life Examples (10 pts) – 9 strong examples, well-explained and clearly connected.
	Examples provided but some lack clarity.
	Some examples missing or weak connections.
	Few examples with little relevance.
	No relevant examples provided.
	/10

	
	Research & Citations (10 pts) – At least 3 scholarly sources, properly cited in APA format.
	Sources used but some citation errors.
	Limited sources or weak connection to project.
	Minimal sources, poor citations.
	No research included.
	/10

	Video Presentation (20 pts)
	Clarity & Organization (10 pts) – Engaging, well-structured, easy to follow, effective narration.
	Mostly clear, minor organization issues.
	Somewhat structured but difficult to follow.
	Poor organization, lacks clarity.
	Disorganized or missing video.
	/10

	
	Creativity & Effort (10 pts) – Highly creative, strong effort in visuals and storytelling.
	Creative but lacks originality.
	Some effort but basic presentation.
	Low effort, lacks engagement.
	Little effort, lacks creativity.
	/10

	Technical & Submission Quality (10 pts)
	Audio/Visual Quality (5 pts) – Clear, well-edited, professional.
	Mostly clear, minor issues.
	Some technical issues, distracting.
	Poor quality, hard to understand.
	Unusable or missing.
	/5

	
	Completion & On-Time Submission (5 pts) – Fully meets all requirements, on time.
	Mostly complete, submitted on time.
	Some missing elements.
	Late or incomplete.
	Not submitted.
	/5

	Total Score
	
	
	
	
	
	/80



