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There is so much to discuss about A Midsummer Night’s Dream, one of Shakespeare’s most beloved and performed plays. This text will give us a first look at the structure and tropes of a comedy, and we will focus on gender, class, and Elizabethan worldview and order. Of course, there is so much more to discuss, so feel free to riff off of these questions with any other insights or ideas you have.
Act I:

1.  The first act and scene set the exposition, conflict, and tone. What are these and how do they foretell the play’s outcome? 
2. Creating contrasting binaries is a popular device used by Shakespeare throughout his plays. Identify some contrasting elements and speculate on their purpose.

Act II
3. Welcome to the green world! This is the pastoral setting where all traditional structures are broken (Goodbye Great Chain of Being!). Howdoes the fairy world in Act II compare or contrast with the Athenian world in Act 1? (language, characters, setting, tone). What is symbolic about the woods/forests? 
4. All Shakespearean comedies have multiple subplots (think of your modern day sitcom).This play has four different plot strands (the young lovers, Theseus and Hippolyta, Titania and Oberon, and the artisans). What connections do you see between these plot strands? How do they interact and to what effect?
5. Many of Shakespeare’s plays focus on different body parts. This one has repeating eye imagery. Act II introduces the device of the love potion on the eyes. What symbolically might this represent?

Act III
6. In Act III Scene 1 Bottom claims, “A lion among ladies is a most dreadful thing.” Analyze his conclusion to explain to the ladies in a prologue that Snug is really just “a man as other men are.” How do Bottom and the other artisans (also called Mechanicals) talk about theater? How could this relate to the play's emphasis on dreaming, imagining, etc.?
7. Examine Act III from a Feminist Lens. Scene 1 finds Titania, our titanic female hero, completely punked by Puck putting the flower potion on her eyes to make her fall in the love with Bottom, who is now literally and ass. What?!? Who is ultimately in power? How? Likewise, Hermia and Helena are full on paws and claws! Analyze Hermia’s attack on Helena in Act III Scene 2, “You juggler, you cankerblossom, You thief of love! What have you come by night and stol’n my loves heart from him?” What would feminist theory conclude about female competition for a man?
Act IV
8. Animal imagery is everywhere in Midsummer. Helena compares herself to a bear and asks Demetrius to treat her like a dog; Titania falls in love with a donkey, etc. In Act 4 Scene 1, Theseus compares the sound of a pack of hounds hunting an animal to prized orchestral music. What is the purpose of all this animal imagery?
9. Is there a climax in this play?

10. How does the setting help reflect restored order?  Robin Goodfellow (Puck) claims “Jack shall have Jill; Not shall go ill; The man shall have his mare again and all shall be well.” Is everything truly “well”?
Act V
11. All comedies end in a wedding or a play. What is the purpose of the play within the play?
12. What tone does Puck’s epilogue give?

13. Overall, what are the big themes in the play?

